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PRESS RELEASE 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay announces search for a permanent 

Music & Artistic Director.  

December 20, 2016, Tampa – For Immediate Release 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay will be searching in partnership with The Florida Orchestra to identify 

and secure the services of one individual to serve both The Master Chorale as Music & Artistic Director 

and The Florida Orchestra as Resident Conductor.   

The Master Chorale’s primary goals are to maintain a high standard of artistic excellence, and to 

continue to nurture principal institutional relationships, as Principal Chorus of The Florida Orchestra, the 

largest professional symphony orchestra in Florida, and as Artist-in-Residence at the University of South 

Florida. The goal of this parallel search is to identify an exceptional choral conductor who can lead the 

artistic mission of The Master Chorale, who also possesses the skills to lead orchestral concerts and 

serve as cover conductor for The Florida Orchestra.  

Last June, Dr. James K. Bass, after six years as Music & Artistic Director of The Master Chorale, took the 

position of Director of Choral Studies at the Herb Alpert School of Music at the University of California 

Los Angeles, as well as Artistic Director Designate for the Long Beach Camerata Singers.  “As soon as Dr. 

Bass’ decision was made in March, The Master Chorale began identifying and securing a roster of guest 

conductors to prepare the Chorale for all 2016/17 performances and also started the planning process 

for an Artistic Director search,” said Bob Hicks, Master Chorale’s Board Chairman. “We are moving 

forward with great confidence as we transition to a new chapter in our organization’s history,” added 

Hicks. 

“This conducting collaboration with The Florida Orchestra reinforces an already strong and healthy 

relationship between our two organizations that has been steadfast for 30 years and counting,” said 

Kara Dwyer, Managing Director.  The Master Chorale, Principal Chorus of The Florida Orchestra since 

1986, recently signed a five-year agreement (the longest formal agreement term between the two 

organizations) securing performance arrangements with the orchestra through 2021.  “We couldn’t be 

more pleased to take these important steps with our colleagues at The Florida Orchestra,” added Dwyer. 

“We make a dynamite artistic team when we perform together and we are all excited to see this 

beautiful and energetic partnership continue to flourish.” 

Applications will be accepted by both The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay and The Florida Orchestra 

through January 27, 2017.  Applicants may view the complete job description and application 

instructions on The Master Chorale’s website www.MasterChorale.com/Employment.html or The 

Florida Orchestra’s website www.FloridaOrchestra.org. 

 

Contact: Kara Dwyer 
Managing Director 
Phone: (813) 974-7726 
kara@masterchorale.com 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay 
30382 USF Holly Drive 

Tampa, FL 33620 
www.masterchorale.com 
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About The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay 

Praised by music critics from both the Tampa Bay Times and 

the Tampa Tribune, as “one of the country's finest 

choirs,”  “an amazing instrument,” and a “cultural treasure,” The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay has 

consistently delivered some of the most profoundly moving music performances in the Tampa Bay area. 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay is an auditioned, highly select 150-voice volunteer chorus embracing a 
broad representation of singers from the entire Tampa Bay area. The Master Chorale serves Tampa Bay 
and west central Florida with a mission to advance the art of choral music by performing great works of 
the past, commissioning and performing new literature and sharing the joy and power of choral music 
with new and existing audiences and singers. 
 
The Master Chorale performs 15 - 25 concerts a year, serving approximately 25,000+ people annually. In 

addition to traditional concerts, the Chorale performs a variety of outreach activities throughout the 

Tampa Bay community. Furthermore, with internationally distributed recordings and important 

commissions from renowned contemporary composers, the Chorale is consistently advancing the choral 

art form. 

www.MasterChorale.com 

 

 

About The Florida Orchestra 

The mission of The Florida Orchestra is to 
enrich the life of the Tampa Bay area as it 
inspires, entertains and educates a wide 
and diverse audience with the unique experience of live symphonic music, ensuring that future 
generations will continue to enjoy this legacy that so magnificently celebrates the human spirit.  

The Florida Orchestra is recognized as Tampa Bay’s leading performing arts institution, the largest 
professional symphony orchestra in Florida, and one of the most vibrant and innovative orchestras in 
America. Through extraordinary musical performances, the orchestra inspires the people of Tampa Bay 
and serves as a leader and beacon for the musical arts throughout the state. Regardless of where 
performances occur, The Florida Orchestra is committed to serving the entire Tampa Bay area. 

The Florida Orchestra performs nearly 100 concerts annually in the tri-city area of Tampa, Clearwater, 
and St. Petersburg. Concert series include Tampa Bay Times Masterworks, Raymond James Pops, coffee 
concert matinees, rock concerts, free Pops in the Park concerts, and educational youth concerts. 

www.FloridaOrchestra.org 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay and The Florida Orchestra 
conducted by Michael Francis at Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater – 

Performing Brahms’ Requiem in March, 2016. 

http://www.masterchorale.com/
http://www.floridaorchestra.org/

