
 

Media Contact:  Kara Dwyer, Managing Director   30382 USF Holly Drive   
     Phone: 813-974-7726     Tampa, FL 33620 
      Kara@MasterChorale.com    www.MasterChorale.com 

 

For Immediate Release: 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay Announces Departure of Visiting Artistic Director 

January 9, 2018 

It is with a mixture of sadness and gratitude that we announce Dr. Doreen Rao’s resignation as Visiting Artistic 
Director of The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay as of January 8, 2018. We wish her the best in her new 
endeavors. Her dedicated service included: 

 Preparing The Master Chorale for the masterwork performance series of Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana 
and Handel’s Messiah with The Florida Orchestra 

 Co-conducting The Master Chorale’s Youth Initiative “Going to the Show” concerts for Hillsborough and 
Pinellas County elementary students in Tampa and St. Petersburg in November 2017. 

 Conducting The Master Chorale’s Ensemble singers for the Morning Star concerts, which were 
broadcast twice on Classical WSMR 89.1 and 103.9 

“We thank Dr. Rao for the dedication, passion and enthusiasm she has given The Master Chorale,” said 
Robert B. Hicks, Esq., Chairman, Board of Trustees. “We are fortunate that Dr. Beth Gibbs, Assistant 
Conductor for The Master Chorale and Director of Choral Studies at Florida Southern College, is in place to 
prepare the Chorale for the remainder of the current season.”  

Over the next few weeks, we will be concluding an international search for our new Artistic Director. Our goal 
continues to be to find the best individual to lead, guide and direct The Master Chorale’s artistic vision and 
mission. We are excited for the next chapter of The Master Chorale as we continue advancing the art of choral 
music by performing great works of the past, commissioning and performing new literature and sharing the joy 
and power of choral music with new and existing audiences and singers. 
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About The Master Chorale 

The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay is an auditioned, highly select 150-voice volunteer chorus embracing a 
broad representation of singers from the entire Tampa Bay area.  Recognized as the premier choral ensemble 
in Tampa Bay, and one of the country’s finest choirs, The Master Chorale has elevated the cultural experience 
of the Tampa Bay community for nearly 40 years. Furthermore, with internationally distributed recordings and 
commissions from important contemporary choral composers, the Chorale is consistently advancing the choral 
art-form. 
 
The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay performs approximately 25 concerts a year, serving 25,000+ people 
annually. In addition to traditional concerts, the Chorale performs a variety of outreach activities throughout the 
Tampa Bay community. The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay is designated as the Principal Chorus of The 
Florida Orchestra and Artist-in-Residence at the University of South Florida College of the Arts School of 
Music.  
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